Please replace Claim 1 as follows: 



Amendment and Reply 
Application No. 09/296.582 
Attorney's Docket No. 000952-066 

Page 2 



^mended) A trocar comprising: 
a cannula tor^ceiving an implant and inserting the impfant into an animal, 
the cannula having a^^^tis^tfe penetrating distal end; 

a sprjtHfi empigfnt received entirely within the cannyfa, the spring element 
having a leaf spri6^7fb^pgfaft^ft^ the implant inside the cannula; the leaf spring applying a 
frictional force a#§JnsFtfie implaht sufficient to prevent the i^nplant from sliding out of the 
cannula under a weight of the implant; and 

an obturator for delivering^he implant fndm the cannula into the animal. 



Please add new Claims 21-25, as follows/ 



(New) A trocar comprising: 

a cannula for receiving 'an ii6plant and inserting the implant into an animal; 

a spring element r^e^ved/within the cannula, the spring element formed 

from a sheet with a continuous cut forming a T-shaped leaf spring; 

an obturator for/delivering the implant from the cannula into the animal; and 
f I 

wherein the leaf spring retains the implant inside the cannula by applying a 



/ 



frictional force against the^implanlf sufficient to prevent the implant from sliding out of the 

/ / 
cannula under a weight of the implant. 



(New) The trocar according to claim 21 , wherein the obturator has a tapered 
distal end to prevent ejection of the spring element from the cannula when the obturator is 
moved distally to eject the? implant from the cannula. 
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(New) The trocar according to claim wherein the spring element is fixed 
withii/the cannula. 

„ 24. (New) The trocar according to claijn ^4, wherein the leaf spring is received 
entirely within the cannula. 

>4 / J /7) 

(New) The trocar according to claim' 24, wherein the spring element is 
received entirely within the cannula 
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